
What is a BID?
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a private sector funding 
mechanism designed to improve the environment of a business 
district with enhanced services financed by a self-imposed 
and self-governed property assessment. Services (such as:  
snow removal, wayfinding and signage, marketing, holiday/
tree lighting, marketing, parking management) are provided 
exclusively within the district, and do not replace existing City 
services. There are more than 1,000 BIDs currently operating 
across the U.S. and Canada. In Colorado they are a common 
tool in downtowns both large and small, including Denver, 
Boulder, Olde Town Arvada, Grand Junction, Durango, and 
Manitou Springs.

What is the history of the Steamboat 
Downtown BID? 
Steamboat created a Downtown BID in 2007, but has not 
been able to pass a vote to have it funded. The 2007 effort 
was successful in two of the three steps needed to form a BID 
in Colorado. In the first two steps, the BID received majority 
petition support from property owners and was then legally 
formed by approval by City Council. However, the BID failed to 
accomplish the third and final step – a TABOR (Taxpayer’s Bill 
of Rights) election held by mail ballot failed, both in 2007 and 
2014, which is required in order to approve the assessments 
within the district. Therefore, the Downtown BID was officially 
formed, but unfunded. 

In 2017, Progressive Urban Management Associates (P.U.M.A.) 
was hired to evaluate the feasibility of bringing the BID to a 
TABOR election again in 2018. Meetings with Downtown 
property owners, business owners, and other stakeholders 
demonstrated a reinvigorated interest in funding the BID. 
Participants noted that downtown has experienced new 
development and strong success post-recession; and that with 
this growth, there is a need for new services and improvements 
that a BID can provide.

Based on this community interest, it was recommended that 
another TABOR election be considered in November 2018 to 
allow electors within the district to vote on funding the BID. If 
successful, the BID can begin operations in early 2019.
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If funded, what services would 
the BID provide?
Ultimately, BID services are selected by a board of 
directors that is made up of property and business 
owners. Based on input to-date from area property 
and business owners, possible services include 
maintenance (e.g., litter picking, trash removal, or 
graffiti abatement), marketing, wayfinding and lighting, 
parking management, and snow removal. Steamboat 
Springs BID board members include:

 » Chris Dillenbeck, Owner of FM Light & Sons,
Chrysalis and Moose Mountain 

 » Pamela Pole, Owner, Fringes Boutique

 » Paul Weese, Realtor, representing Colorado Group
Realty and Steve Goldman owner and CEO

 » Kim Haggerty, Owner, Schmiggity’s, All That and
the Aurum Building 

 » Clark Davidson, Esq CPA and Owner, Steamboat
Coffee House
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What is the value proposition for the BID?
There are several values to the BID beyond simply providing a new funding source for 
downtown services: 

A Unified Voice and Greater Influence:  The BID can advocate for initiatives that will 
promote healthy planning and development to continue to build upon the area’s positive 
economic growth and development. A unified voice will give downtown greater influence 
citywide.

Broaden Private Sector Control and Accountability:  The board of directors consists 
of property and business owners that will govern the BID. Annual priorities, work plans, 
and budgets will be developed by the board, ensuring that the BID will be accountable to 
those who pay an assessment and will nimbly adapt to downtown needs. 

Strengthen Downtown’s Competitiveness:  The BID will be vital in maintaining the 
character, look and feel of downtown Steamboat Springs, now and well into the future. 
The Steamboat Springs BID will increase Steamboat’s visibility, help generate new activity, 
and attract more visitors and investment. Maintaining competitiveness is critical in the near 
future, with new growth and enhancements coming at the Mountain that’s now under new 
ownership.

A Fair and Reliable Source of Funding:  The BID will provide a reliable, multi-year 
source of funding from all benefiting properties to ensure programs and improvements 
continually enhance and showcase the area. BID revenue will grow as new development 
is added to the district. And since costs directly relate to benefits, the assessments are 
inherently fair.

Leverage the Positive Energy and New Investment in the District:  The BID can 
be influential in luring appropriate and desired types of development and investment to 
downtown Steamboat Springs.

Additional questions?
Contact Lisa Popovich, Executive Director, Main Street Steamboat Springs
lisa@mainstreetsteamboat.com | 970-367-7060 

What are the BID boundaries?
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